Epidemiology of hepatitis A in Asia and experience with the HAV vaccine in Hong Kong.
Hepatitis A and hepatitis B infections are prevalent throughout Asia. Patients infected with hepatitis B virus (HBV) have a higher morbidity and mortality if superinfected with hepatitis A virus (HAV). In Hong Kong, adolescents and young adults are particularly prone to severe hepatitis infection. Hepatitis A vaccination of patients with or without chronic HBV infection has been shown to be efficacious and associated with a good safety profile.